"A"                                                INDIAN
at my office or my bungalow. These rose and bowed
to me. The Hindus were all unknown to me, except,
of course, R------and R------T------, who had had
themselves co-opted on to the Managing Committee
in the capacity of graduates of the College, and whom
I have had to meet each fortnight.
The only other European in the room was the
Acting Commissioner, on whom I had, of course,
left a card, but with whom acquaintance had got
no further.
So, forsooth, I was left to make my own advances.
How they hated me! I said, for someone had to
speak and there were sixty Indians and two
Europeans in the stuffy library, "Good evening.
It is I to whom you wish to speak. I am the
Principal. May I sit down?"
Sixty-one people assented to this modest request;
and to my horror I found that a chair was placed
for me between R------and R------T------.
I pulled my chair well back from the table so that
I could see the Acting Commissioner, at the head
of the table, from behind the great black neck of
R------. R------*s enormous bulk prevented him too
from being very near the table; and his impotent
little hands did not seem to reach beyond his great
belly. Half a journalist, half a money-lender, wholly
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